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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)n This action Is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) K Claim(s) 1-19 is/are pending in the application. 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Priority 

Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



Claims 1-3 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Suzuki (US. 6,414.840). 



Regarding claim 1, Suzuki teaches a mobile terminal, comprising: 

a main body housing a circuit substrate inside (see Suzuki, fig. 1 , component 2) 

and having an operational button on the front surface (see Suzuki, fig. 1, component 8); 
a folder rotatively connected to the main body and having a liquid screen (see 

Suzuki, fig. 1, components 3 and 7); 
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a hinge connecting unit for rotatively connecting the main body and the folder 
(see Suzuki, fig. 1 , components 9 and 10); 

and a buffer means for absorbing a shock of a contact between the main body 
and the folder when the folder is unfolded (see Suzuki, fig. 2, component 6, col. 5, lines 
18-21, col. 8, line 55, and col. 9, lines 47-50). 

Regarding claim 2, Suzuki also teaches the mobile terminal according to claim 1, 
wherein the buffer means is a buffer member installed to a certain portion of the main 
body so as to contact to a certain portion of the folder contacted to the main body when 
the folder is unfolded (see Suzuki, fig. 9, col. 8, line 66), 

Regarding claim 3, Suzuki further teaches the mobile terminal according to claim 

2, wherein the buffer member is constructed with a first buffer member installed to the 
upper centrical portion of the main body so as to contact to the lower centrical portion of 
the folder when the folder is unfolded and a second buffer member respectively installed 
to the both sides of the upper end of the main body so as to contact to the both sides of 
the lower end of the folder (see Suzuki, fig. 10, component 25, col. 9, line 10). 

Regarding claim 8, Suzuki also discloses the mobile terminal according to claim 

3, wherein the first buffer member and the second buffer member are made of rubber 
materials (see Suzuki, coL 8, line 55). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fornis the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identicafly disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 4-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Suzuki as applied to claim 3 above, and further in view of Landry (US. 5,401 ,091 ). 

Regarding claim 4, Suzuki teaches the mobile terminal according to claim 3. 

Suzuki fails to teach that, wherein a first installation groove is formed at the upper 
internal corner of the main body in order to insert the first buffer member into, and a 
second installation groove is formed at the upper both side portions projected from the 
main body in order to insert the second buffer member into. 

Landry teaches a mobile terminal wherein a first installation groove is formed at 
the upper internal corner of the main body in order to insert the first buffer member into, 
and a second installation groove is formed at the upper both side portions projected 
from the main body in order to insert the second buffer member into (see Landry, fig. 3, 
4, 5a and 5b). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention was made to combine the mobile terminal of Suzuki with the mobile 
terminal of Landry in order to securely hold the buffer in place. 
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Regarding claim 5, Suzuki as modified by Landry also teaches the mobile 
terminal according to claim 4, wherein the first buffer member has the same shape as 
the first installation groove so as to be inserted into the first installation groove formed at 
the main body, and a bridging hook is formed at the internal surface of the first buffer 
member so as to be inserted into a fixation hole fonmed at the first installation groove in 
order to prevent the first buffer member from being detached from the first installation 
groove (see Landry, fig. 5a and 5b). 

Regarding claim 6, Suzuki as modified by Landry also teaches the mobile 
terminal according to claim 4, wherein the second buffer member has the same shape 
as the second installation groove so as to be inserted into the second installation 
groove, and a bridging hook is formed at the internal surface of the second buffer 
member so as to be inserted into a fixation hole fomried at the second installation 
groove in order to prevent the second buffer member from being detached from the 
second installation groove (see Landry, fig. 5a and 5b). 

Regarding claim 7, Suzuki as modified by Landry also discloses the mobile 
terminal according to claim 4, wherein the first buffer member having a certain width is 
projected from the first installation groove, and the second buffer member having a 
certain width is projected from the second installation groove (see Suzuki, fig, 8, 
component 6 and see Landry, fig. 3, component 14). 
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Claims 9-12 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Yoshiharu (JP 06-224816) in view of Tanaka et a! (US D440,955). 

Regarding claim 9, Yoshiharu teaches a mobile terminal, comprising: 

a main body housing a circuit substrate inside and an operational button (see 
Yoshiharu, drawing 1, component 2); 

a hinge connecting unit for rotatively connecting the main body and the folder 
(see Yoshiharu, drawing 1, component 1); and 

a buffer means for absorbing a shock of a contact between the main body and 
the folder when the folder is folded (see Yoshiharu, drawing 1 , component 10). 

Yoshiharu fails to teach that comprising a folder rotatively connected to the main 
body and having a liquid screen. 

Tanaka et al teach a mobile terminal comprising a folder rotatively connected to 
the main body and having a liquid screen (see Tanaka et al, fig. 1). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention was made to combine the mobile terminal of Yoshiharu with the mobile 
terminal of Tanaka et al in order to allow users to see the number of dialing or to display 
incoming calls. 

Regarding claim 10, Yoshiharu as modified by Tanaka et al teaches the mobile 
terminal according to claim 9, wherein the buffer means is a third buffer member 
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installed to the upper front surface of the folder in order to absorb a shock by contacting 
to a certain side of the main body when the folder is folded (see Tanaka et al, fig. 1 ). 

Regarding claim 11, Yoshiharu as modified by Tanaka et al teaches the mobile 
terminal according to claim 9, wherein the buffer means is a fourth buffer member 
formed at the lower front surface of the main body in order to absorb a shock by 
contacting to a certain side of the folder when the folder is folded (see Tanaka et al, fig. 

1). 

Regarding claim 12, Yoshiharu as modified by Tanaka et al also teaches the 
mobile terminal according to claim 9, wherein the buffer means is constructed with a 
third buffer member installed to the folder and a fourth buffer member installed to the 
main body which are contacted each other in folding of the folder (see Tanaka et al, fig. 
1). 

Regarding claim 14, Yoshiharu as modified by Tanaka et al teaches a mobile 
terminal, comprising: 

a main body housing a circuit substrate inside and having an operational button 
(see Yoshiharu, drawing 1, component 2); 

a folder rotatively connected to the main body and having a liquid screen (see 
Tanaka et al, fig. 1); 

a hinge connecting unit for rotatively connecting the main body and the folder 
(see Yoshiharu, drawing 1, component 1); 
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a first buffer means for absorbing a shock of a contact between the main body 
and the folder when the folder is unfolded (see Yoshiharu, drawing 1 , component 9); 
and 

a second buffer means for absorbing a shock of a contact between the main 
body and the folder when the folder is folded (see Yoshiharu, drawing 1 , component 
10). 



Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yoshiharu and Tanaka et al as applied to claim 9 above, and further in view of Suzuki. 

Yoshiharu as modified by Tanaka et al teaches the mobile terminal according to 
claim 9. 

Yoshiharu as modified by Tanaka et al fails to teach that wherein the buffer 
means is made of rubber materials. 

Suzuki teaches a mobile terminal wherein the buffer means is made of rubber 
materials (see Suzuki, col. 8, line 55). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to combine the mobile terminal of Yoshiharu as modified by Tanaka et 
al with the mobile terminal of Suzuki in order to allow the buffers effectively absorbing 
shock and impact. 
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Claims 15-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yoshiharu in view of Shuichi (JP 1 1-1 12629). 

Regarding claim 15, Yoshiharu teaches a mobile terminal including a main body 
housing a circuit substrate inside and having an operational button (see Yoshiharu, 
drawing 1 , component 2) and a flip rotatively connected to the main body and covering 
the operational button of the main body (see Yoshiharu, drawing 1, component 3), a 
mobile terminal, comprising: a buffer means installed to contact portions of the flip and 
the main body (see Yoshiharu, drawing 1 , components 9 and 10). 

Yoshiharu fails to teach a mobile terminal including a main body housing a liquid 
screen on the front surface. 

Shuichi teach a mobile terminal including a main body housing a liquid screen on 
the front surface (see Shuichi, drawing 2, component 16) 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention was made to combine the mobile terminal of Yoshiharu with the mobile 
terminal of Shuichi in order to allow users to view the dialing numbers and the mobile 
terminal to display incoming calls. 

Regarding claim 16, Yoshiharu as modified by Shuichi also teaches the mobile 
terminal according to claim 15, wherein the buffer means is a buffer member installed to 
the internal surface of the flip (see Shuichi, drawing 2, components 21 and 22). 
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Regarding claim 17, Yoshiham as modified by Shuiclii further teaches the mobile 
terminal according to claim 15, wherein the buffer means is a buffer member installed to 
the front surface of the main body (see Yoshiharu, drawing 1 , component 10). 

Regarding claim 18, Yoshiharu as modified by Shuichi also discloses the mobile 
terminal according to claim 15, wherein the buffer means is a buffer member 
respectively installed to the internal surface of the flip (see Shuichi, drawing 2, 
components 21 and 22) and the front surface of the main body (see Yoshiharu, drawing 
1, component 10). 

Regarding claim 19, Yoshiharu as modified by Shuichi also teaches the mobile 
terminal according to claim 15, wherein the buffer means is made of rubber materials 
(see Shuichi, Detailed Description, paragraph 17). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Wen Huang whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
6285. The examiner can normally be reached on 10am - 6pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vivian Chin can be reached on (703) 308-6739. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 




Application/Control Number: 10/091,491 



Page 1 1 



Art Unit: 2682 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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